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We are pleased to introduce the Wokingham 
Borough Safer Communities Partnership 
Strategy for 2026–2031, that brings together the 
Community Safety Partnership and Safeguarding 
Adults Board, to unite key agencies to protect 
vulnerable people and keep communities safe.

Everyone who lives, works or studies in Wokingham 
Borough should feel safe and supported. This 
strategy sets out how statutory, community and 
voluntary organisations will work together to, 
intervene early, protect people at risk, prevent 
harm, and respond effectively when help is needed.

The new Wokingham Borough Safer Communities 
Partnership brings together the Community 
Safety Partnership and Safeguarding Adults Board. 
Our work is guided by what local people tell us 
matters most, including the experiences and voices 
of children and young people.

Our aim is to make sure that children, young 
people and adults of all ages feel safe, are 
supported, and can live well. By working closely 
with partners, community groups and residents, 
we will focus on preventing crime, abuse and harm, 
supporting victims, and helping people live safe, 
healthy and independent lives.

Foreword
This strategy reflects our shared commitment 
to caring for our communities, protecting those 
at risk, and helping people of all ages live safe, 
healthy and independent lives. Together, we can 
continue to build safer, stronger communities, 
making Wokingham a place where everyone can 
thrive.

Cllr Lou Timlin    Cllr David Hare 

Wokingham Borough Safer Communities Partnership Strategy 2026-2031
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4 Wokingham Borough Safer Communities Partnership Strategy 2026-2031

We are proud that Wokingham continues to be a 
safe borough. The Wokingham Borough Safer 
Communities Partnership sets out how local 
organisations will work together to keep people 
safe, strengthen our communities, and brings 
together statutory partner organisations to meet 
our duties under the Crime and Disorder Act 
1998 and the Care Act 2014. By working as one 
partnership, we can better prevent harm, respond 
early when concerns arise, and make sure support 
reaches those who need it most.

Our work focuses on tackling the causes of harm 
as well as responding to its impacts. This includes 
preventing abuse and neglect, reducing crime 
and antisocial behaviour, addressing substance 
misuse and reoffending, and helping people feel 
safe where they live. We recognise that feelings 
of safety, health, and wellbeing are closely linked, 
and that some individuals and communities face 
greater challenges than others.

Senior leaders from key organisations provide 
shared leadership and oversight for safety and 
safeguarding across the borough, particularly for 
victims of crime and / or exploitation. Together, 
we take collective responsibility for reducing 
inequality, improving outcomes, and supporting 
people throughout their lives.

Introduction
By working with residents, voluntary organisations 
and local services, we coordinate action, share 
information and build on the strengths of 
Wokingham Borough’s neighbourhoods to create 
safer communities. We believe that strong, 
connected communities are key to preventing 
harm, helping people thrive, and reducing crime.

The Wokingham Borough Safer Communities 
Partnership aims to:

•	 Build safer, stronger and more resilient 
communities

•	 Help people live free from abuse, neglect and 
fear

•	 Reduce inequalities by providing the right 
support at the right time

•	 Provide clear leadership and shared 
responsibility across organisations
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We will do this by:

•	 Using data and local insight to 
understand risk, prevent harm 
and target support where it is 
most needed

•	 Acting early to prevent problems 
from escalating and reduce 
long‑term harm

•	 Developing a skilled, 
trauma‑informed workforce that 
understands people’s experiences

•	 Involving communities and 
people with lived experience in 
shaping and delivering our work

•	 Delivering these objectives 
supports the Thames Valley 
Police and Crime Plan, aligns 
with the principles of Making 
Safeguarding Personal, and 
contributes to the Communities 
Vision 2035 and Council 
Plan 2030. Together, these 
commitments reflect our shared 
ambition for a fairer, healthier and 
more inclusive borough, where 
everyone has the opportunity to 
live safely and well.
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Reference source: Wokingham Observatory https://wokingham.berkshireobservatory.co.uk/6

Wokingham Borough profile

Age Structure: The average age in Wokingham 
Borough is 41 years. 19.6% of residents are aged 
0-15, 63.1% are aged 16-64, and 17.3% are aged 
65+. 

Ethnicity (2021): Wokingham Boroughs population 
includes 79.9% White, 12.9% Asian/British Asian, 3.1% 
Mixed, 2.4% Black/British Black, and 1.6% Other. 

Languages: 118 languages spoken in schools; 
92% have English as their main language. 

Obesity and Physical Activity: 65% of adults 
are overweight/obese, and 71% of residents 
report they are physically active.

Average life expectancy: is 83 for men and  
86 for women.

Employment Rate: 78% of working-age 
residents are employed. 1.7% are unemployed.

Business Overview: Employment rose 6.1%.

Population and Growth: 15% increase in 
population since the last census (2021) with 
177,500 people living in Wokingham Borough and 
24% population growth among those aged 65+. 
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Skills and Income: 57% of working-age 
population hold degree-level  
qualifications; median salary £42,000.

Housing and Development 9,500 new 
homes built recently, including 3,300 
affordable homes and social housing 
regeneration.

Crime and Safety 7,355 crimes were 
recorded in 2025, a 2.7% reduction 
from 2024, but an 11.65% decrease 
from 2023. 
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Safeguarding

Wokingham Borough Safer Communities Partnership Strategy 2026-20318

Strategic needs assessment

Thames Valley Police 
received 1,339 reports of 
antisocial behaviour in 
2025, a 17.8% increase on 
2024.

Hate crime reports fell by 
9.8% in 2025.

The largest increases 
were with transgender and 
disability hate crime, with 
race, ethnicity and religion 
being most frequent.

Antisocial Behaviour 
(ASB) and Hate Crime

In 2025 there were 2,869 
domestic abuse incidents 
reported, a 7.2% increase 
on 2024, with rape within 
domestic abuse increasing 
from 44 to 69 cases.

There were 214 stalking 
offences, an increase of 1.4%,  
and 772 harassment, an 
increase of 8.9% in 2025, 
compared with 2024.

Stalking and harassment 
offences linked to domestic 
abuse fell by 3.25% from 400 
to 387 in 2025.

Domestic Abuse and 
Violence Against Women 
and Girls (VAWG)

* (Source Thames Valley 
Police, Niche Crime Recording 
System, April 2025 to March 
2026)

* (Source Thames Valley 
Police, Niche Crime Recording 
System, April 2025 to March 
2026)

In 2024/5 2,326 adult 
safeguarding referrals were 
made. Of these, 882 (38%) 
required a safeguarding 
enquiry.

Concerns identified 
were neglect/acts of 
omission 31%, financial/
material 16%, physical 
14%, psychological 14%, 
Domestic 10%, self-neglect/
hoarding 9%, sexual 4%, 
organisational 1%, modern 
day slavery 1%.

Reports of doorstep scams 
have fallen but the financial 
losses have increased.
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Serious Violence Drug and Alcohol 
related Crime

Online safety

* (Source Wokingham Youth 
Justice Service). 

* (Source Thames Valley 
Police, Niche Crime Recording 
System, April 2025 to March 
2026)

Cyber-enabled offences are 
rising. 39% of online sexual 
activity is recorded as child 
sexual exploitation.

Thames Valley Police 
recorded a 34% increase 
in cybercrime in 2025, 
351 offences (this does 
not include fraud or cyber 
offences).

The digital landscape 
creates new risks. These 
crimes are harder to track 
because they are often 
committed by people 
outside of the borough.

Knife related serious 
violence has fallen since 
2021 with one homicide 
(murder) from 2023 to 
2025.

In 2025 there were 2,800 
violence against the person 
offences recorded, a 4.8% 
increase from 2024.

Violence involving children 
also decreased. In 2024/25 
violent offences committed 
by children fell by 28%, from 
50 to 36.

In 2025 there were 250 
drug related offences 
reported, a reduction of 
4.2% from 261 in 2024.

Drug and alcohol misuse 
is more common in adults 
and remain key drivers 
for acquisitive crime, 
anti-social behaviour and 
re-offending. Shoplifting 
reduced by 17.3% to 951 
offences.

Alcohol misuse was 
recorded for 35% of 
probation offenders with 
drug misuse accounting  
for 28%.
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Resident feedback
Our ongoing consultations with residents tell us what their biggest concerns are and how they 
want these addressed:

The illegal use  
of e-scooters  

in public  
places

Safe housing and refuge 
spaces for victims

Access to treatment 
and recovery services 

could be improved

A need to intervene earlier  
to ensure vulnerable people 

are safeguarded  
from crime

Support for children  
affected by abuse, crime or  

exploitation including
workshops in schools

Youth engagement  
programmes and  

activities  
are needed  

to provide positive 
activities for  

children

Better education and 
awareness are needed about 

keeping safe from crime, 
exploitation and  

online scams

The top three types of crime  
or ASB communities worry about 

were highlighted as theft or burglary, 
drug use or drug dealing, as well as 

environmental crimes such  
as flytipping or littering

More visible  
police presence 
on the borough’s 

streets
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Wokingham Borough Safer Communities Partnership Strategy 2026-2031

Partnership Priorities 2026-31

Our six priorities are underpinned 
by the Marmot approach to reducing 
inequalities and improving wellbeing, 
align with the Thames Valley Police 
and Crime Commissioner’s Police and 
Crime Plan, and support Wokingham 
Borough’s ambition to focus on 
prevention, reduce inequality and 
create the conditions for people to live 
safe, healthy and independent lives.  
We recognise that safety, wellbeing 
and opportunity are closely linked,  
and that tackling the root  
causes of harm is essential  
to building strong, connected 
communities.

11

2031

Making 
Wokingham 
Borough 
Safe
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Wokingham Borough Safer Communities Partnership Strategy 2026-203112

To put this strategy into action, we will produce 
a yearly delivery plan aligned with existing 
strategies for children, adults, domestic abuse 
and Prevent. The plan will set out clear actions 
for each priority, supported by reliable evidence 
and local data. Reviewing and updating the plan 
each year will allow us to respond to changing 
needs, act early where risks are emerging, and 
target support where it will have the greatest 
impact, particularly for people and communities 
at higher risk.

We will actively seek the views of victims and 
people at risk, using their lived experience and 
feelings about safety to shape our policies, 
services and responses. This helps ensure that 
those most affected by harm are heard and that 
our work reflects real experiences across the 
borough.

We will work closely with children and young 
people, forums supporting vulnerable adults, and 
advocacy groups including people with learning 
disabilities, LGBTQ+ communities, and victim and 
survivor groups. This inclusive approach helps 
ensure that people who may be more affected 
by inequality, discrimination or vulnerability can 
influence decisions that affect their safety and 
wellbeing.

We will place a strong focus on children, young 
people, and adults with vulnerabilities or care 
and support needs, recognising that their 
circumstances may increase their exposure 
to crime, exploitation or feelings of being 
unsafe. Our approach is proportionate to 
need, recognising that different people and 
communities require different levels and types of 
support to achieve fair outcomes.

Wokingham Borough Council is committed to 
using the Marmot approach, which underpins 
this strategy, and goes beyond our legal duties. 
It informs our plans for coordinating activity, 
sharing responsibility and taking collective 
action to prevent harm, reduce inequalities, by 
acting early (prevention), supporting people 
throughout their lives (people), strengthening 
community capacity (communities), and 
addressing the wider social factors that influence 
safety and wellbeing, ensuring local responses 
are effective. This commitment supports the 
Wokingham Equality, Diversity and Inclusion 
Policy and our ambition to make Wokingham 
Borough a fairer and healthier place for 
everyone.
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vAntisocial 
Behaviour and 
Hate Crime

Domestic Abuse 
and Violence 
Against Women 
and Girls

Serious Violence 
and Exploitation

Drug and Alcohol 
Related Activity

Online Safety

Safeguarding 

Priority Objective Outcome

Make local areas safer by 
reducing crime and antisocial 
behaviour

Prevent abuse, neglect, and 
harm in our community

Reduce harm from domestic 
abuse and violence against 
women and girls

Tackle serious violence and 
weapon crimes

Prevent behaviours and 
crime linked to drug and 
alcohol use

Help our community stay safe 
online by supporting people 
of all ages to make confident, 
informed digital choices 

I know how to stay safe online and 
can make confident choices to 
protect myself and others 

My community is safer because we 
tackle the causes of alcohol and drug 
related crime

I am protected from serious violence, 
weapon crime and exploitation, and 
know how to get help

I stand with my community to help 
stop domestic abuse and violence 
against women and girls, so everyone 
can feel safe

My community is safe from abuse, 
neglect, and harm

My neighbourhood feels safe and is 
free from crime, antisocial behaviour, 
and all forms of hate
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Partnership working

The Wokingham Borough Safer Communities 
Partnership meets quarterly to set strategic 
direction and monitor progress of the 
Partnership’s priorities against the annual delivery 
plan. It is made up of three core elements. Each 
brings together strategic and operational groups, 
including task‑and‑finish groups, to coordinate 
delivery, provide assurance and oversee progress.

Our approach is grounded in the Marmot 
principles, recognising that crime, safety and 
safeguarding outcomes are shaped by wider 
social, economic and environmental factors. We 
therefore prioritise prevention, early intervention 
and reducing inequalities, ensuring that action is 
proportionate to need and targeted where risk and 
disadvantage are greatest.

Residents will have a strong and ongoing voice 
through direct engagement with the council and 
partner organisations. This ensures that priorities 
and decisions reflect lived experience and what 
local people tell us about crime, safety and 
wellbeing, particularly those communities most 
affected by inequality.

Strategic Delivery Partnership 

This is the central hub of the arrangements. It 
translates strategic aims into practical outcomes 
through strong delivery, collaboration and 
continuous improvement. Its core purpose is 
to ensure that the Wokingham Borough Safer 

Communities Partnership strategic direction 
is implemented through effective multi‑agency 
working, that focuses on key risk areas and 
life-course stages, supporting a whole-system 
approach in line with the Marmot emphasis on 
acting early and across the wider determinants of 
health, with a shared focus on preventing harm, 
addressing root causes and reducing long‑term 
inequalities in safety and wellbeing.

Oversees:

•	 Prevent Board

•	 Domestic Abuse Strategic Partnership Board

•	 Serious Violence and Exploitation Steering 
Group

•	 Safer Community Steering Group

•	 Adult Safeguarding Steering Group

With direct input to:

•	 Youth Justice Management Board

•	 Children and Young People’s Partnership

•	 Alcohol, Drugs, Tobacco and Vaping 
Partnership

These links ensure coordinated action across 
prevention, protection and recovery, and that 
safeguarding and community safety responses 
are aligned with wider work to support families, 
children and adults at greater risk of harm due to 
inequality or disadvantage.

Wokingham Borough Safer Communities Partnership Strategy 2026-2031
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Assurance

The Assurance Group, working alongside the 
External Assurance Partner, provides independent 
and robust oversight of how well local safety and 
safeguarding arrangements are functioning. It 
assesses whether the system is effective, equitable 
and responsive, including how well it supports 
people with lived experience and those facing the 
greatest barriers to safety and support.

In line with Marmot principles, the Assurance 
Group oversees the Data and Insight subgroup, 
using evidence to:

•	 Identify inequalities in risk, access and 
outcomes

•	 Understand root causes and emerging trends

•	 Support proportionate and targeted responses

This ensures that decision‑making is informed by 
high‑quality insight and that resources are focused 
where they can have the greatest preventative 
impact.

Case Review

The Case Review Group ensures that Safeguarding 
Adults Reviews and Domestic Abuse–related 
death reviews are undertaken in line with 
statutory requirements and good practice. The 
group brings agencies together to learn from 

serious incidents and near misses, strengthening 
collective understanding of system weaknesses 
and opportunities for prevention.

Learning from reviews is used to:

•	 Improve professional practice

•	 Promote consistency across the borough

•	 Inform earlier, more effective intervention

•	 Reduce recurrence and long‑term harm

This reflects the Marmot focus on learning, 
prevention and building system resilience rather 
than responding only when harm has already 
occurred.

As the Partnership continues to develop, we will 
strengthen how lived experience informs our 
governance, delivery and learning. By embedding 
residents’ real‑life experiences throughout 
our work, particularly those most affected by 
inequality, we will ensure that our decisions and 
actions remain grounded, inclusive and focused 
on reducing harm and improving outcomes for all 
communities.

15
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Information and advice

Police

•	 Phone: 999 (in an emergency or when a crime 
is happening)

•	 Phone: 101 (non-emergency)
•	 Website: www.thamesvalley.police.uk/ro/

report/

VAWG / DA Services

Wokingham Domestic Abuse Support  
Service (delivered by Cranstoun)
Tel: 0118 402 1921
Email: dass@cranstoun.org.uk
Website: www.cranstoun.org.uk

A full list of domestic abuse related services
can be found at website: http://directory.
wokingham.gov.uk/domestic-abuse

Drug and Alcohol Services

Cranstoun, Wokingham, 38 Station Road,
Wokingham RG40 2AE
Tel: 0118 977 2022
Email: wokinghamreferrals@cranstoun.org.uk
Website: Wokingham | Cranstoun Youth Support 
and Social Justice | Services and Tools | 
Cranstoun

Homelessness

Self-referral to Homelessness Team if homeless or
threatened with homelessness within 56 days via:
Website: https://live.housingjigsaw.co.uk
Email: housing.needs@wokingham.gov.uk
Tel: 0118 974 6000

Antisocial Behaviour

Website: Reporting anti-social behaviour
E-mail: Asb@wokingham.gov.uk
Tel: 0118 974 6000

Hate Crime and Prevent

Website: Safeguarding and referral
Website: Hate crime

Victim Support

Website: Wokingham Directory | Victim Support

Health and Wellbeing

Website: Wokingham Directory | Adults and 
communities

Wokingham Borough Safer Communities Partnership Strategy 2026-203116
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https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/ro/report/
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/ro/report/
https://cranstoun.org/
https://directory.wokingham.gov.uk/kb5/wokingham/directory/advice.page?id=4s95ZjtdxCs
https://directory.wokingham.gov.uk/kb5/wokingham/directory/advice.page?id=4s95ZjtdxCs
https://cranstoun.org/help-and-advice/young-people/
https://cranstoun.org/help-and-advice/young-people/
https://cranstoun.org/help-and-advice/young-people/
https://live.housingjigsaw.co.uk/
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/community/community-and-safety/anti-social-behaviour/anti-social-behaviour-information-and-reporting/reporting-anti-social-behaviour
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/community/community-and-safety/prevent-safeguarding-against-extremism-and-terrorism/safeguarding-and-referral
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/community/community-and-safety/hate-crime
https://directory.wokingham.gov.uk/kb5/wokingham/directory/service.page?id=jC2uKY7BY7I&localofferchannel=308
https://directory.wokingham.gov.uk/kb5/wokingham/directory/adults.page?adultschannel=0
https://directory.wokingham.gov.uk/kb5/wokingham/directory/adults.page?adultschannel=0
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Adult Social Care

First Contact:
Website: https://www.wokingham.gov.
uk/care-andsupport-for-adults/
Email:
ASCMailboxFirstContactTeam@
wokingham.gov.uk
Tel: 0118 974 6000

Adult Safeguarding Hub:

Website: Report a concern about an 
adult | Wokingham
Email: AdultSafeguardingHub@
wokingham.gov.uk
Tel: 0118 974 6371 
Emergency Duty Service (Out of Hours):
01344 351 999

Youth Services

Website: Youth services
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https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/care-and-support-adults
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/care-and-support-adults
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/form/report-a-concern-about-an-adult
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/form/report-a-concern-about-an-adult
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/children-families-and-young-people/children-and-families/young-people/youth-services
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