
 

 

  

   
       

 

      

 

 

 

Updated Ruscombe  Neighbourhood  Plan  2019  -  2038

Consultation

What  is  this  consultation  about?

This  consultation  is  being  undertaken  by  Wokingham  Borough  Council,  and  seeks  your  views  on  the

submitted updated Ruscombe  Neighbourhood  Plan  that  has  been  prepared  by  Ruscombe  Parish  Council  (the  
qualifying body). The  consultation  runs  from  Monday  15  May  2023 to  5pm  on Monday  26  June  2023.

What  is  a  Neighbourhood  Plan?

Neighbourhood  planning  was  introduced  through  the  Localism Act  2011  and  is  a  means  for  local  communities  to
take  the  lead  on  shaping  how their  area  is  developed.  Communities  can  prepare  Neighbourhood Plans  (often 
referred  to  as  Neighbourhood  Development  Plans) which  set  out specific  planning  policies  to  help  shape  and 
guide  development  in  their  area.  Neighbourhood  Plans  sit  alongside  the  Local  Plan  in  being  the  starting  point  for 
considering  planning  applications  and  they  must  be  consistent  with  the  Local  Plan.

Why  are  we  consulting?

The  qualifying  body  has  submitted  the  neighbourhood  plan  to  the  council  having  previously  undertaken  their  own

consultation.  Where  a  draft  neighbourhood  plan  is  submitted  to  a  local  planning  authority  and  meets the 
requirements  in  the  legislation,  the  local  planning  authority  is  required  to  publicise  the  neighbourhood plan  for  a 
minimum  of 6 weeks.  The  purpose  of  this  6-week  consultation  is  to  invite  representations  which  will  inform the 
examination  of  the  plan.  This  is  technically  known  as  the  Regulation  16  (of  the  Neighbourhood  Planning

(General) Regulations  2012  (as  amended))  consultation.

What  are  the  next  steps?

After  the  Regulation  16  consultation,  the  next  stage  in  the  plan  making  process  is  for  an  independent 
examination  to  take  place. All  representations  received  during  the  Regulation  16  consultation  will  be  passed  to 
the  appointed  examiner,  who  is  external  to  both  the  council  and  the  qualifying  body.  When  considering  the 
content  of  a  neighbourhood plan,  an  independent  examiner’s  role  is  limited  to  testing  whether  or  not  a  draft

neighbourhood plan  meets the  basic  conditions,  and  other  matters  set  out in  paragraph  8  of  Schedule  4B  to  the 
Town  and  Country  Planning  Act  1990  (as  amended).  The  examiner  will  make  recommendations  on  whether  the

plan  should  proceed  to  referendum  or  suggest  changes  that  need  to  be  made  for  the  referendum  to  take  place.

After  the  examination,  the  council  makes  its  final  decision  on  whether  the  plan  complies  with  all  the  national 
requirements and  will  arrange  for  a  referendum  to  take  place. Anyone  registered  to  vote  within  the  area  covered 
by  the  plan  can  vote  on  whether  or  not  the  plan  should  be  brought  into  force.  If  greater  than  50%  vote  in  favour

of  the  plan  being  adopted,  the  council  will  then  bring  it  into  force  and  it  will  form  part  of  the  council’s  wider 
development  plan  for  determining  planning  applications.

How  do  I  get  involved?

Consultation  on  the  Plan  runs  from  Monday  15  May  2023  to  5pm  on  Monday  26 June  2023.

You  can  find  all  of  the  documents,  on  the  Council’s  website  at:

https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/planning-policy/planning-policy-information/neighbourhood-planning/

Please return your completed response form or comments to us by:

- Email to:  policyandplans@wokingham.gov.uk

- Post to: Growth & Delivery Team, Wokingham Borough Council, Civic Offices, Shute End, Wokingham,

RG40 1WR
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Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but  doesn’t 
require to be sent via secure methods.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2#basic-conditions-for-neighbourhood-plan-to-referendum
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/schedule/10/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/schedule/10/enacted
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/planning-policy/planning-policy-information/neighbourhood-planning/
mailto:policyandplans@wokingham.gov.uk


2 

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t 
require to be sent via secure methods. 

   

   

 
 

 

What  happens  to  your  comments?

Following  the  close  of  the consultation  period  on  Monday  26 June 2023,  the  Council  is  required  to
pass  all  of  the received comments to  an  independent  examiner.  Please  note  that  we  cannot  respond  to 
comments individually.

Please  note:

Please  note:  Comments  received  after  5pm  on  Monday  26  June  2023  will  not  be  considered.  All

comments  received  will be  made  available  to  the  examiner,  who  has  signed  a  confidentiality  agreement.

Comments  will be used  to  make  considerations  only,  and  will not  be  used  for  any  other  purposes.

For  our  privacy  statement  please  see  our  website:  http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/council-and-

meetings/information-and-data-protection/privacy-statement/
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Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t 
require to be sent via secure methods. 

PART A: Contact Details 

Name: 

Are you responding as a: 
Resident in Wokingham Borough

Resident outside the  Borough

Local Authority

Statutory Body

Councillor / Clerk

Society / Community Group

Business / Agent

Landowner / Developer

Other interested party

Please specify 

…………………………………………… 

Job title / role (if applicable): 

Responding on behalf of: 

Organisation name (if applicable): 

Address: 

Postcode: 

Email address: 

If you would like to be notified of Wokingham Borough 

Council's decision whether to 'make' the Plan (to bring it 

into legal force), please tick the box below.  

Yes, please notify me ☐



4 

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t 
require to be sent via secure methods. 

 

 

 

 

  

Whole 

document? 
Yes

No
Paragraph 

Number 

Policy Reference: 

Do you support,  support with modifications, oppose, or wish to comment on this policy/paragraph? (Please tick 

one answer) 

Support    ☐ Support with modifications ☐ Oppose   ☐ Wish to comment   ☐  

Please give details of your reasons for support/opposition, or make other comments in the box below, 

including any specific changes you wish to see to the Plan. Please be as precise as possible. 

(Continue on separate sheet if necessary) 

All  comments  must  be  received  by  5pm Monday 26  June  2023

PART B

Please use as many or as few comments boxes as you wish.

Comment 1

To which part of the  Neighbourhood Plan  does your representation relate?
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Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t 
require to be sent via secure methods. 

Comment 2 

To which part of the Neighbourhood Plan does your representation relate? 

Whole 

document? 
Yes

No 

Paragraph 

Number 

Policy Reference: 

Do you support,  support with modifications, oppose, or wish to comment on this policy/paragraph?  (Please tick 

one answer) 

Support    ☐ Support with modifications ☐ Oppose   ☐ Wish to comment     

Please give details of your reasons for support/opposition, or make other comments in the box below, 

including any specific changes you wish to see to the Plan. Please be as precise as possible. 

(Continue on separate sheet if necessary) 

If you have additional representations feel free to include additional pages. Please make sure any additional 

pages are clearly labelled/ addressed or attached. 
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