7225 WOKINGHAM
251 BOROUGH COUNCIL

Equality Impact Assessment (EqlA) form: the initial impact assessment
1. Process and guidance

The purpose of an EqlA is to make sure that the council is meeting the needs of all our residents by ensuring we consider
how different groups of people may be affected by or experience a proposal in different ways. EqlAs help us to meet our
Public Sector Equality Duty and where applicable the Armed Forces Duty

The council has a two stage EqlA process:
e Stage 1 - the initial impact assessment
e Stage 2 - the full impact assessment.

This form is for use at Stage 1 of the process. This must be completed when undertaking a project, policy change, or service
change. It can form part of a business case for change and must be completed and attached to a Project Initiation Document.

The findings of the initial impact assessment will determine whether a full impact assessment is needed.

Guidance and tools for council officers can be accessed on the council’s Tackling Inequality Together intranet pages.

Date started: 13/06/2023
Completed by: Emily Higson/Bryony Gibbs
Service: Insight, Strategy & Inclusion

Project or policy EqlA relates to: | Review of the following policies:

e Home to School Travel Assistance Policy for children resident in Wokingham
aged 5 to 16, including children and young people with Special Educational
Needs and/or Disabilities and
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e Travel Assistance Policy for young people resident in Wokingham post-16,
including young people with SEND

Date EqIA discussed at service
team meeting:

Conclusion (is a full assessment | Yes
needed?):

Signed off by (AD):

Ming Zhang

Sign off date: 14™ June 2023

2. Summary of the policy, project, or service

This section should be used to summarise the project, policy, or service change (the proposal).

What is the purpose of the proposal, what are the aims and expected outcomes, and how does it relate to service plans
and the corporate plan?

All local authorities are required to periodically review their policies in relation to Travel Assistance for children and young people to access education,
including children and young people with Special Educational Needs or Disabilities (SEND). Wokingham’s policies were last updated in March 2021.

Two decisions are in scope of this Equality Impact Assessment:

I.  The decision to approve a new Travel Assistance Policy for children resident in Wokingham aged 5-16, including children and young people with
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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Please note that the proposed implementation date for both policies is the Academic Year commencing September 2024.

The new Policies are intended to help the Council:

Proposed changes to the policy are as follows:

1. Home to School Travel Assistance Policy for children resident in Wokingham aged 5 to 16, including children and young people with Special

The decision to approve a new Travel Assistance Policy for young people aged post-16 including young people with Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities

Continue to fulfil its statutory responsibilities and requirements in relation to Travel Assistance
Deliver on its commitments to improve outcomes for children, young people and their families
Consider options in relation to discretionary Travel Assistance

Educational Needs and/or Disabilities: Section 2.2.3b Definitions

In this section, we are proposing to clarify how we measure distances from a child's home to their school to assess travel assistance eligibility. We
would also clarify what we mean by a "suitable school", and what is meant by "nearest qualifying school".

Current policy

The current policy states: "Distances" will be measured from where the home meets the public street, for example from the front gate to the nearest
gate or point of access to the school premises, and by the shortest route along which a child, accompanied as necessary, may walk safely. As such,
the route measured may include footpaths, bridleways, and other pathways, as well as recognised roads. Distances for Extended Rights are measured
in the same way. The upper limits for Extended Rights transport are measured via the shortest road route.

"A suitable school" is defined in the Act as the nearest qualifying school with places available that provides education appropriate to the age, ability
and aptitude of the child, and any Special Educational Needs and/or Disability that the child may have.

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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"Nearest qualifying school” means the nearest available and suitable school. Please note that your nearest school may not be your catchment
school(s)

Proposed changes
We are proposing to add that distances will be measured to two decimal places.
We are proposing to better clarify that a "suitable school", is a school that a child would have been offered a place at if they had applied.
We are proposing to clarify that a "nearest qualifying school" would include schools in neighbouring boroughs. The new definition would also describe
under what circumstances travel assistance would be provided if a place at the nearest school to the home address is full. Evidence would have to be
provided by the parent/carer to show that they have applied for and been refused a place at the school which is the nearest school to their home
address and any other schools closer than the school offering admission. This would include schools in neighbouring boroughs. The new definition
would also clarify that the nearest qualifying school may not be a catchment or designated area school.

2. Section 2.2.4 Qualifying Schools and Parental Preference
The proposed change to this section is only to clarify the existing policy rather than to change it.
Current policy
The policy explains the eligibility criteria used when determining if a child qualifies for travel assistance.
Proposed change
For all children, including those with SEND, a child qualifies for travel assistance when they attend the nearest suitable school which meets their
needs. If a parent selects a school which is not their nearest suitable school, regardless of whether it is a catchment school, parents may then be

responsible for making their own transport arrangement and all travel costs for the whole time that their child is at that school.

For children attending a mainstream school and do not have an EHCP, if the nearest suitable school becomes full after the parent applies for a school
place at a school that is not the nearest, free travel assistance to any alternative school, would not be provided.

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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3. Section 2.2.6b Travel Assistance during the school day and accompaniment: b) Accompaniment
This proposal would change the process for how we review these applications, rather than change the policy.
Current policy
We promote equality of opportunity for parents with disabilities. Where a parent’s disability prevents them from accompanying their child along a
walking route that would be considered unsafe without adult supervision, a reasonable adjustment might be to provide free home to school travel

assistance.

Under the current policy, the adult social care team considers a parent’s disability, and the transport team separately considers applications for travel
assistance.

Proposed change

The new policy would direct adults who receive support from our adult social care team to contact their social worker if they have a disability which
is impacting their ability to accompany their child along a walking route that would be considered unsafe without adult supervision.

4. Section 2.2.7 Timing of assessment of eligibility
This proposal clarifies when travel assistance will be reviewed following a child's eighth birthday
Current policy
Where travel assistance is currently provided, it would normally be reviewed following a child’s eighth birthday and then removed if a child is no
longer eligible. The current policy provides no indication on the notice period parents/carers will receive before transport is removed following the

review._A child under eight is eligible for travel assistance if their nearest suitable school is more than two miles away. A child over eight years old is
eligible if their nearest suitable school is more than three miles away.

Proposed change

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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We are proposing to expand this section to clarify that when a child turns eight, their travel assistance would be reassessed. If a child no longer
qualifies for travel assistance because their nearest suitable school is less than three miles away, the travel assistance will end at the end of the school
term following the assessment.

5. Section 3.1 Provision for children aged 5 to 16 with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities
This proposal aims to clarify what happens when parents express a preference for a school to be named in an education and health care plan (EHCP).
Current policy
The current policy states that we have a responsibility to provide travel assistance for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities who
attend their nearest suitable school within the statutory walking distance from their home, if they cannot reasonably be expected to walk to school
because of mobility problems or associated health and safety issues related to their special education needs and/or disabilities.

Proposed change

We are proposing to clarify that for parents of children and young people with an EHCP, if they request that a school other than the nearest school
which could meet their child's needs be named in the EHCP, travel assistance will not be provided unless the low-income criteria are met.

6. Section 3.2 Transport Provided on Medical Grounds
This proposal would change the travel assistance available for pupils with temporary medical conditions.
Current policy

The current policy states that we will consider providing travel assistance for pupils with temporary medical conditions. Applications for travel
assistance on this basis must be supported by appropriate evidence from a medical professional.

If the child attends a school which is not their nearest suitable school, parents will normally be required to pay a contribution towards the costs and
the assistance will be reviewed every half term.

Proposed change

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
6



; WOKINGHAM

BOROUGH COUNCIL

National guidance requires councils to provide travel assistance to the nearest school which meets a child’s needs unless the low-income criteria
apply.

We are proposing to amend our policy to bring it in line with national guidance, and to clarify what information is needed to apply for assistance and
how long it will be provided for.

For applications for travel assistance based on medical grounds, the child or young person must be attending their nearest school. The application
must be supported by appropriate evidence from a medical professional, which would normally be a letter from a consultant, or another medical
professional involved in the child’s medical welfare.

Travel assistance would only be provided for the time specified by the medical practitioner. Where no time has been specified, or the medical
condition is long term, we would review the situation at least once each academic year and may require further evidence.
To avoid excessive delays in assessing applications, we are proposing to add to the new policy that where additional medical evidence is requested,
it must be provided within 20 working days or the application will be refused. If the medical evidence cannot be provided within 20 working days, an
extension must be requested before the period expires.

7. Section 4. Types of Travel Assistance provided

This proposal would clarify the role of a personal assistant / escort and_could require a parent to act as the escort for their child in certain
circumstances. This applies to all children and young people who are eligible for travel assistance

Current policy

The current policy states that the types of transport assistance that might be offered include, but are not limited to:
e A parent consenting to use their car in return for payment of a mileage allowance;
e A parent consenting to a walking escort or responsible adult to escort the young person on public transport;
e Training and support to travel independently (see Independent Travel Training section below for more details);
Free passes for children on public transport;
Provision of a seat on a dedicated school bus or minibus;
e Or seat in a taxi, usually shared with one or more other pupils, where a pupil’s needs require more personalised arrangements.

Proposed change

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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The new policy will clarify that the role of a personal assistant / escort is to accompany a child when travelling within a council commissioned vehicle
when the child or young person has additional needs that mean that they cannot travel in a vehicle without one. In some circumstances personal
assistants / escorts may also be provided as part of a travel training arrangement to encourage greater independence for a young person and to help
with the transition to adulthood.

The new policy proposes that if a child attends a school within the statutory walking distance (two miles for children under eight years old; three
miles for children eight years old and older) and a personal assistant /escort is required, the council may request that a parent act as the personal
assistant / escort, as required. We would make the decision about asking a parent to accompany their child based on the type of transport provided.

8. Section 6.1 Travel Assistance for those not eligible for free home to school transport under this policy: Children below statutory school age
This proposal would remove all travel assistance for children under the age of five.

Current policy

There is no statutory duty to provide travel assistance for those under the age of five. Under the current policy, we provide travel assistance for
children under the age of five on a case-by-case basis.

Proposed change
We are proposing to remove any travel assistance for children under the age of five.

9. Section 6.2 Travel assistance for those not eligible for free home to school travel assistance under this policy: fare-paying options for non-eligible
children

This proposal would continue to use the low income criteria for eligibility, but remove the extra discount for pupils from low income families who
purchase a 'fare paying' seat on council commissioned school coaches and change how refunds are handled

Current policy

If a pupil does not qualify for free travel assistance under the existing policy, a seat may be purchased on an existing contract vehicle where a seat is

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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available, subject to certain conditions. This is called a 'fare payer fee' and is currently set at £785 per year. If a family are on a low income, we
currently give them a 50 percent discount on the fare payer fee.

Proposed change

National guidance does not require councils to make seats available on a fare payer fee basis on council commissioned school transport. Where fare
payer seats are made available, these are at the council’s discretion, and under our terms and conditions.

e Underthe new policy, we would continue to use low income as part of the main eligibility criteria for travel assistance, but no further discount
for students from low-income families would be given.
e Where an annual pass has been purchased from the council and is no longer required, we are proposing to change the refund policy so that

a refund would be provided for full school terms only. To receive a refund against an annual pass, the bus pass must be returned to the
community transport team and then a refund will be processed from the start of the next school term for which the pass was valid.

10. Section 7. Exceptional circumstances, change of circumstances and other assistance: a) Change of address
The proposed change to this section is only to clarify the existing policy rather than to change it.
Current policy
When a family moves house, they need to let us know as soon as possible, as eligibility for travel assistance will need to be reviewed.
Proposed change
We are proposing to make it clear that when a family already receives travel assistance and they move house, they will need to reapply for travel
assistance. When this happens, travel assistance will only be provided to the child's existing school if a place has been applied for at the nearest

suitable school to the new address, and a place is refused due to the year group being full.

We are also proposing that the policy strongly advises parents to check the availability of school places before moving house, as there are no
guarantees that places will be available at a new school.

11. Section 7. Exceptional circumstances, change of circumstances and other assistance: b) Pupils living in temporary accommodation

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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12.

13.

This proposal would limit the length of time travel assistance is provided for when a pupil is in temporary accommodation.
Current policy

For children aged 5 to 16 and living in council arranged temporary accommaodation, travel assistance may be provided for a limited period. The policy
does not specify how long the assistance will be provided.

Proposed change

We are proposing that pupils living in council arranged temporary accommodation, which is three miles or more from their current school, would be
offered travel assistance for a limited period of time (generally one term). Any further travel assistance would be subject to the usual eligibility criteria.

Section 7. Exceptional circumstances, change of circumstances and other assistance: d) Changing schools
We are proposing to add a new subsection to Section 7 called 'managed moves'
Current policy

When a family decide to change their child’s school after they have started, the current policy states that any transport assistance that has been
provided will need to be reassessed.

Proposed change
We are proposing to clarify that when a school and a parent agree that it is in a child’s best interest to change schools (which is referred to as a
'managed move'), any future travel assistance would need to be reassessed. If a child currently has travel assistance and moves to a school further

away, they would be reassessed and if the new school is not their nearest suitable school, they would no longer qualify for travel assistance.

Section 7. Exceptional circumstances, change of circumstances and other assistance: h) Elective Home Education (EHE) and Education Other Than
at School (EOTAS)

We are proposing to change the way we process applications for pupils who have education other than at school (EOTAS).

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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14.

15.

Current policy

The current policy states where we arrange for a pupil to have education other than at school, we will provide travel assistance subject to the normal
eligibility rules.

Proposed change

Under the current policy, we pay mileage for students who receive education other than at school. We are proposing to instead work with families
whose children and young people receive EOTAS packages to build travel assistance funding into the overall EOTAS funding package. This would
remove the need to submit separate travel assistance mileage claims.

Section 7. Exceptional circumstances, change of circumstances and other assistance

We are proposing to change the way we process applications for children in foster and those in our care.

Current policy

The current policy does not clearly specify which team a foster carer should approach in relation to travel assistance. Requests are often submitted
to the child's social care team and then forwarded to the transport team to deal with. As a result, families need to deal with several different
departments.

Proposed change

We are proposing to have the need for travel assistance be considered by the children's social care team who are responsible for foster children and
those in our care. Any funding for travel assistance would then be provided as part of the overall care package.

New policy section

This proposal would limit the number of times a parent / carer can submit an application for travel assistance, when the circumstances have not
changed following a refusal.

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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16.

Current policy

The current policy does not specify how many times an applicant can apply for travel assistance.

Proposed change - Create a new section

As the current policy does not specify how many times an applicant can submit an application, there are times when applicants repeatedly apply,
even though it has already been refused and the circumstances have not changed. Reviewing these applications is not an efficient use of the council's
limited resources.

We are proposing to limit the number of times an applicant can apply so applications would only be considered once by the community transport
team, once at Stage 1 appeal and once at Stage 2 appeal. The only exception to this is if there has been a change in circumstances and then a new
application may be made.

New policy section

This proposal would add a new section.

Current policy

We would like to add a new section to the policy that clarifies certain circumstances that on their own will not make a child eligible for travel
assistance.

Proposed change
Create a new section
The following circumstances will not be considered in evaluating whether a child meets the eligibility criteria for travel assistance. This does not mean

that a child that meets one or more of the criteria below will not receive assistance, but that they will not receive assistance solely because of the
following;

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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e Journeys to and from breakfast or after school clubs

e Trips and journeys during the school day which are in the curriculum

e To or from a venue that isn't your normal home address, for example the address of a childcare provider or a short break placement (unless
there is a legal order in place, or a statutory care plan agreed by us)

e If your child is unwell and has to be collected from school during a school day

e If your child is excluded during a school day

e For medical appointments or other approved activities which affect the start or end of and during the school day

e If a child has missed the contracted transport

e For transitional/integration placements in schools/colleges

e For attendance at work experience programmes

e If achild is withdrawn from school by their family and placed in an alternative education setting

e Tofallin line with other family members travelling in the same/similar direction

e Work commitments or domestic difficulties of parents/carers including taking other children to school or a pick-up point

e Parents are unwilling, or unavailable to escort their child to school or pick-up point

e Single parent families

e Children in temporary care, including foster care (These cases should be referred to Childrens Social Care to consider and discuss available
support in the first instance)

e Aninability to afford existing transport arrangement, for example, resulting from loss of employment

e Family breakdown and fragmentation

e Long-term or temporary medical conditions without sufficient medical evidence from an appropriate medical professional

17. Travel Assistance Policy for young people resident in Wokingham post-16, including young people with SEND
This proposal would end our current practice of providing 'fare payer' travel assistance for pupils in post-16 education.
Current policy
For young people aged 16 to 19 in post-16 education, the current policy provides the option of travel assistance at a set rate of £785 per year, called
a 'fare payer fee', in the following circumstances: When we have surplus seats available on council commissioned school coaches; and / or when the

young person has additional needs

Proposed change

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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National guidance states that councils do not have to provide free travel assistance for students aged 16 to 19 or to make available any transport
provision based on a financial contribution from families, which is often known as a 'fare payer fee'. We propose updating our policy to be in line with
national guidance, which means we will no longer offer a 'fare payer fee'.

For post-16 pupils with additional needs, we are keen to encourage independent travel to help with the transition into adulthood. We propose
supporting young people aged 16 to 19 who qualify for travel assistance based on their needs, with a personal budget and skills training, commonly
known as 'travel training' instead of the current 'fare payer fee'.

Who will be affected by the proposal? Think about who it is aimed at and who will deliver it.

The Home to School transport policy relates to services for children and young people and also includes dedicated provision for children and young people
with SEND. The following stakeholders are likely to be affected by implementation of new Travel Assistance Policies in scope for this EqlA. These include:

- Children and young people (of statutory school age, and aged 16+ in the case of young people with SEND)
- Parents and Carers

- Schools and colleges

- Transport providers

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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3. Data & Protected Characteristics

This section should be used to set out what data you have gathered to support the initial impact assessment.

The table below sets out the equality groups that need to be considered in the impact assessment. These comprise the nine
protected characteristics set out in the Equality Act 2010 and other priority areas defined by the council.

Age Disability Gender reassignment Marriage and Civil Pregnancy/Maternity
Partnership

Religious belief Race Sex Sexual Orientation Socio-economic
disadvantage

The Armed Forces Act 2021 also requires consideration of the impact on Armed Forces Communities when exercising certain
housing, education or healthcare functions (excluding social care). Further guidance can be found here.

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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What data and information will be used to help assess the impact of the proposal on different groups of people? A list of
useful resources is available for officers on the Council’s Tackling Inequality Together intranet pages.

The profile of current utilisation of the service, which shows service users at Primary and Secondary stages, and children and young people with SEND, is set
out in Table 1 below:

Table 1: FY22-23 profile of HST/Travel Assistance service users

Primary Secondary SEND Total
Numbers 171 416 496 1083

Table 1 shows that the largest customer group is young people with SEND, followed by Secondary mainstream children. It is relevant to note that although
children and young people with SEND account for just under 46% of HST/Travel Assistance customers, this utilisation accounts for approximately 70% of the
total budget for HST/Travel Assistance. It is also relevant to note that in terms of any forecast demand pressures, the potential for increased demand relating
to SEND Travel Assistance is by far the most significant driver.

In terms of the Equality Act 2010, Table 1 indicates that when changes to the current Home to School Transport Policy and implementation of the proposed
new Travel Assistance Policies are considered, prior to any decision-making the Council will need to have due regard to the potential for impact on service
users with protected characteristics such as Age (the Policies relate directly to children and young people and their capacity to access education), and Disability
(the Policies have important implications for children and young people with SEND, their parents and carers).

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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Children and Young People with SEND in Wokingham

Trend data show that the demand for SEND support in Wokingham is increasing. Over the last few years there has been a significant upward trend in the
numbers of children and young people with Education Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) and numbers of children and young people requiring SEN support in
schools.

The top three primary needs have remained consistent over the past few years, with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD), Speech, Language and Communication
Needs (SLCN), Specific Learning Difficulties (SLD) and Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) being the most prominent.

There is also a general upward trend in demand for SEN Support and numbers of children with SEN support in state-funded Wokingham schools have increased
significantly since 2017

Figure 1 below shows a breakdown of pupils with SEND support by age in Wokingham between January 2019 and January 2023

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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SEN Support in Wokingham schools

Jan-12 |May-19 | Oct-19 |Jan-20 |Oct-20 | Jan-21 May-21 |Oct-21 |Jan-22 May-22 | Oct-22 |Jan-23
Pupils with SEN Support

Count 2282 2316 2319 2388 2340 2383 2504 2516 2541 2667 2674 2570
Pupils with SEN support in Wokingham Schools

[Maintained,/Free/Academies/EY Settings) Total 27079 27236 27240 27480 27938 28136 28347 28801) 20158 29384 20479 29752

Jan-19 May-19 |Oct-19 | Jan-20 Oct-20 |Jan-21 May-21 Oct-21 |Jan-22 May-22 Oct-22 | Jan-23

Age
0-4 years 179 210 155 191 154 184 235 101 140 176 148 195
5-9 years 1072 1102 1128 1142 1062 1104 1183 1157 1214 1248 1158 1219
10-14 years 816 797 217 244 922 287 291 1009 981 1018 1090 1210
15-15 years 215 207 219 221 202 208 195 209 206 225 278 346
20 years+ 0 0 0 0 ] 0 ] o o 0 o 0

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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It is important to note when assessing Equality Impact, that not all children and young people with SEND will require Travel Assistance. However, when
assessing potential Equality Impact, it is useful for Members to review the profile and levels of different types of SEND-related needs across the Wokingham
SEND population, to better understand the likely size of the local population that could be particularly affected by any proposed changes to Travel Assistance
Policies.

It is also important to remember that not all children and young people with SEND will require HST/Travel Assistance, and Travel Assistance requirements
vary significantly from one child to another according to their individual needs.

4. Assessing & Scoring Impact

This section should be used to assess the likely impact on each equality group, consider how significant any impacts could
be and explain how the data gathered supports the conclusions made.

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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Scoring impact for equality groups

Positive impact The proposal promotes equality of opportunity by meeting needs or addressing existing barriers to
participation and/or promotes good community relations
Neutral or noimpact  The proposal has no impact or no disproportionate impact.

Low negative The proposal is likely to negatively impact a small number of people, be of short duration and can
easily be resolved.
High negative The proposal is likely to have a significant negative impact on many people or a severe impact on

a smaller number of people.

Referring to the Scoring table above, please give an impact score for each group, explain what the likely impact will be,
and briefly set out how the data supports this conclusion.

Equality group Impact score | Impact and supporting data

High Negative The proposals include removal of service under 5. There is no legal obligation to provide
free transport for this age group, but a blanket refusal has the potential to be considered
discriminatory (for example, if a four-year-old attends a special school some distance from
Age home and could not access education without transport). Impact on children in early years
arising from the new policies need to be worked through from an Equality perspective, and
the wording of the final policies must demonstrate that public sector Equality duty has been
taken into account.

High Negative Removal of fare payer fee for those aged 16-19 in post-16 Education. This is lawful but should
avoid indirect discrimination and requires the council to consider the impact on groups with
protected characteristics under the Equality Act. For example, the impact on children and
young people with SEND, their parents and carers arising from applying the same levels of

Disability

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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charge/discount for young people with SEND as for other groups of young pez)ple should be
considered. The local authority should also take into account that students with SEND may
have to travel further to a suitable setting that can meet their needs

We are proposing to clarify that for parents of children and young people with an EHCP, if they
request that a school other than the nearest school which could meet their child's needs be
named in the EHCP, travel assistance will not be provided unless the low-income criteria are
met. This could have a negative impact on those children with an ECHP currently receiving
travel assistance as they may need to change school or stop receiving assistance.

Gender reassignment Neutral

Marriage and Civil Partnership | Notrelevant

Pregnancy/Maternity Neutral

Religious belief Neutral

Race Neutral Ethnicity data is not permitted to be collected
Sex Neutral

Sexual Orientation Neutral

High Negative Removal of fare payer fee for those aged 16-19 in post-16 Education. This is lawful but should
avoid indirect discrimination and requires the council to consider the impact on pupils in low-
income families. Under the current policy, families on low income are entitled to 50% discount
Socio-economic disadvantage on the fee.

For children aged 5 to 16 and living in Council arranged, temporary accommodation, travel
assistance will only be provided for 1 term, after which the child must change schools. This
could be considered to have a negative impact on the child and their continuity of education.

Armed Forces Communities Neutral

5. Conclusion and next steps.

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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Based on your findings from your initial impact assessment, you must complete a full impact assessment if you have
identified any groups as having a low or high negative impact.

If no impact, or a positive impact has been identified, you do not need to complete a full assessment. However, you must
include reference to the initial assessment in any associated reports, and it must receive formal approval from the Assistant
Director responsible for the project, policy, or service change.

Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods.
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