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Help us shape a safer Wokingham borough 
 
 Project summary: Month-long consultation with residents, inviting their views on community 

safety and serious violence in the borough. Resident views to help inform a draft strategy, 

guiding community safety and serious violence policy and priorities from 2026-31. Strategy, 

once drafted, is set to be shared with residents in a second round of consultation.

 Start – close: 5 November – 7 December 2025

 Total respondents: 402
 
 
 
 

 

How concerned are you about tackling crime and anti-social behaviour in hotspot 

areas? 
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What types of crime or anti-social behaviour concern you most in your area? Select up 

to three. 

 
Theft or burglary 46.3% (186 choices) 

 

Drug use or dealing 45.5% (183 choices) 
 

Fly-tipping or littering 44.5% (179 choices) 

 

Vehicle related anti-social behaviour, such as joyriding, car 33.1% (133 

meets and illegal parking choices) 

 

Vandalism or graffiti 29.1% (117 choices) 

 

Noise nuisance 24.6% (99 choices) 

 

Harassment or intimidation 23.1% (93 choices) 
 

Youth-related disturbances 22.6% (91 choices) 
 

Dogs off lead 13.4% (54 choices) 
 

Aggressive begging 12.9% (52 choices) 
 

Public drinking or intoxication 11.2% (45 choices) 

 

Trespassing 5.5% (22 choices) 
 

Other 11.7% (47 choices) 
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For people who answered ‘Other’ to this question, three themes emerged: 

 
 (15 responses out of 47) The use of e-scooters in public places 

 (6 responses) Dangerous driving and speeding cars 

 (5 responses) Crimes committed by immigrants to the UK 
 
 

 

How concerned are you about the risk of people being abused or neglected? 
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What do you think would best protect people from threat, risk, or harm? Select up to 

three. 

 
Stronger enforcement and policing 74.6% (300 choices) 

 

Early intervention for at-risk individuals 50% (201 choices) 
 

Better support services for victims 35.6% (143 choices) 

 

Better safeguarding in schools and youth services 31.6% (127 choices) 

 

 

Better safeguarding in adult care services and care 

homes 

23.9% (96 

choices) 

 

 

More education and awareness campaigns 22.6% (91 choices) 

 

Community-led initiatives 21.6% (87 choices) 
 

Online safety education 8.2% (33 choices) 

 

Other 6.7% (27 choices) 
 

 

 

For people who answered ‘Other’ to this question, two themes emerged: 

 
 (5 responses out of 27) More police officers are needed visible on the borough’s streets 

 (4 responses) Improved street lighting and CCTV coverage are needed 
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Do you support this theme of building stronger communities? 

 
Strongly agree 38.8% (156 choices) 

 

 

Agree 40.5% (163 choices) 
 

Neither agree nor disagree 15.2% (61 choices) 
 

Disagree 1.5% (6 choices) 
 

Strongly disagree 1.7% (7 choices) 
 

 
 

 

Is there anything else you'd like to add? 

In people’s answers to this question, one theme emerged: 

 
 (15 responses out of 63) More police officers visible on the borough’s streets and stronger 

policing are needed 

 
 

 

How concerned are you about reducing domestic abuse, and violence against women 

and girls? 
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What support services should we prioritise for victims of domestic abuse? 

 
Safe housing and refuge spaces 68.2% (274 choices) 

 

Support for affected children 57.5% (231 choices) 
 

Helplines and crisis support 46.3% (186 choices) 
 

Legal advice and advocacy 44% (177 choices) 
 

Counselling and mental health support 40.3% (162 choices) 
 

Community-based peer support 18.7% (75 choices) 
 

Support that respects different cultural backgrounds 15.4% (62 choices) 
 

Other 6.7% (27 choices) 
 

 

 

For people who answered ‘Other’ to this question, two themes emerged: 

 
 (8 responses out of 27) Harsher punishments are needed for offenders, to effectively deter 

offending 

 (6 responses) More police officers visible on the borough’s streets and stronger policing are 

needed 
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How concerned are you about tackling serious violence, including knife crime? 
 

 

1% 
 

1 - No... 

1 - Not concerned 

5 -Very concerned 

2.7% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2 

8.2% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3 

24.6% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4 

59.7% 
 

 

5 -Ve... 



Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with an 
individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods. 

 Private: Information that contains a small amount of sensitive data which is essential to communicate with 
an individual but doesn’t require to be sent via secure methods. 

What should the Community Safety Partnership do to reduce serious violence? Select 

up to three. 

 
Increase police presence in key areas 82.8% (333 choices) 

 

 

Address root causes, such as tackling poverty, substance 

misuse and mental health issues 

56% (225 

choices) 

 

 

Run awareness campaigns in schools 48% (193 choices) 

 

Improve data sharing between agencies 38.1% (153 choices) 

 

Support families and early intervention 33.3% (134 choices) 

 

Invest in community-led safety projects 18.7% (75 choices) 

 

 

Help people deal with trauma, so they’re less likely to be 

involved in violence 

16.9% (68 

choices) 

 

 

Other 6.7% (27 choices) 

 

 

 

For people who answered ‘Other’ to this question, two themes emerged: 

 
 (14 responses out of 27) Harsher punishments are needed for offenders, to effectively deter 

offending 

 (4 responses) More police officers visible on the borough’s streets and stronger policing are 

needed 
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Do you support this theme of supporting people? 
 

 
Strongly agree 38.6% (155 choices) 

 

 

Agree 40.3% (162 choices) 
 

Neither agree nor disagree 13.7% (55 choices) 
 

Disagree 3% (12 choices) 
 

Strongly disagree 1% (4 choices) 
 

 
 

 

Is there anything else you'd like to add? 

 
In people’s answers to this question, three themes emerged: 

 
 (8 responses out of 51) Harsher punishments are needed for offenders, to effectively deter 

offending 

 (7 responses) Early intervention in vulnerable people’s lives and better education on relevant 

issues are needed 

  (6 responses) More police officers are needed visible on the borough’s streets 
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How concerned are you about preventing crime linked to alcohol and drugs? 
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What more can we do to prevent reoffending related to substance misuse? Select up 

to three. 

 
Improve access to treatment and recovery services 55.2% (222 choices) 

 

 

Help people with both mental health and substance 

use issues 

52.7% (212 

choices) 

 

 
 

Test people for drugs when arrested, to help connect 

them with support 

45.5% (183 

choices) 

 

 

Increase education and awareness 33.8% (136 choices) 

 

Offer peer mentoring and lived experience support 31.6% (127 choices) 

 

Strengthen community-based recovery programmes 28.1% (113 choices) 

 

Provide housing and employment support 18.4% (74 choices) 
 

Other 9.2% (37 choices) 
 

 

 

For people who answered ‘Other’ to this question, two themes emerged: 

 
 (14 responses out of 37) Harsher punishments are needed for offenders, to effectively deter 

offending 

 (7 responses) More police officers visible on the borough’s streets and stronger policing are 

needed 
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How concerned are you about raising awareness of online risks? 
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What kind of online safety education would be most helpful? Select up to three. 

 
Workshops in schools and colleges 63.9% (257 choices) 

 

Help people spot and avoid online scams 55.5% (223 choices) 
 

 

Teach people how to use digital media safely and 

responsibly 

44% (177 

choices) 

 

 

Provide online safety advice for older adults 42.8% (172 choices) 
 

Parent / carer guidance and resources 35.6% (143 choices) 
 

Social media safety campaigns 35.6% (143 choices) 
 

Training for professionals working with young people34.6% (139 choices) 
 

Community awareness sessions 18.4% (74 choices) 
 

Other 5.7% (23 choices) 
 

 

 

For people who answered ‘Other’ to this question, one theme emerged: 

 

 (4 responses out of 23) Make it illegal for young people under a certain age to access social 

media 
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Do you support this theme of prevention? 

 
Strongly agree 51% (205 choices) 

 

Agree 34.6% (139 choices) 
 

Neither agree nor disagree 8.5% (34 choices) 
 

Disagree 1% (4 choices) 
 

Strongly disagree 0.7% (3 choices) 
 

 
 

 

Is there anything else you'd like to add? 

 
For people who answered this question, one theme emerged: 

 
 (6 responses out of 36) The idea that early prevention, in people's lives is most effective in 

tackling anti-social and criminal behaviour 
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In Wokingham Borough, where do you feel least safe? Select all which apply. 

 
In public spaces 64.4% (259 choices) 

 

On public transport 32.6% (131 choices) 
 

At home 9.7% (39 choices) 
 

At work 3% (12 choices) 
 

Other 11.7% (47 choices) 
 

 

 

For people who answered ‘Other’ to this question, two themes emerged: 

 
  (16 responses out of 47) Residents said they did not particularly feel unsafe in the borough 

 (14 responses) Residents said they felt unsafe when they were out and it was dark at night in the 

borough 
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What one change would make you feel safer in your community? 

 
More visible policing 42.8% (172 choices) 

 

Make sure streets, parks and public areas are clean, well- 22.1% (89 

lit and cared for choices) 

 

 

Support local residents to work together and report 

suspicious activity 

5% (20 

choices) 

 

 

Better street lighting 4.2% (17 choices) 
 

Create a network of shops and businesses where people can 3.7% (15 

go if they feel unsafe or need help choices) 

 

Improved public transport safety 2.5% (10 choices) 
 

More support for vulnerable groups 1.2% (5 choices) 
 

 

More community events and engagement (Have Your Say 

events) 

0.2% (1 

choice) 

 

 

Other 4.7% (19 choices) 
 

 

 

For people who answered ‘Other’ to this question, one theme emerged: 

 
 (7 responses out of 19) More police officers visible on the borough’s streets and stronger policing 

are needed 
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Are there any community-led projects or types of support you think we should invest 

in? Tell us your ideas. 

 
In people’s answers to this question, three themes emerged: 

 
 (22 responses out of 92) More police officers visible on the borough’s streets and stronger 

policing are needed 

 (9 responses) Youth engagement programmes and activities are needed 
 
 

 

Overall, do you think our themes and priorities reflect the biggest safety concerns in 

Wokingham Borough? 

 
Strongly agree 9.2% (37 choices) 

 

 

Agree 41.5% (167 choices) 
 

Neither agree nor disagree 30.1% (121 choices) 

 

Disagree 8.5% (34 choices) 

 

Strongly disagree 4.5% (18 choices) 
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What do you think gets in the way of making safety strategies work well? Select up to 

three. 

 
Lack of funding or resources 64.9% (261 choices) 

 

Poor communication between agencies 54.5% (219 choices) 
 

Strategies not tailored to local needs 41.8% (168 choices) 

 

Not enough community involvement 29.9% (120 choices) 
 

Limited data or evidence to guide decisions 23.6% (95 choices) 

 

Other 10.9% (44 choices) 
 

 

 

For people who answered ‘Other’ to this question, two themes emerged: 

 
 (7 responses out of 44) Harsher punishments are needed for offenders, to effectively deter 

offending 

 (5 responses) More police officers visible on the borough’s streets and stronger policing are 

needed 

 
 

 

Is there anything else you'd like to share? 

 
In people’s answers to this question, two themes emerged: 

 
  (5 responses out of 58) More police officers are needed visible on the borough’s streets 

  (4 responses) Harsher punishments are needed for offenders, to effectively deter offending 
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Participants – key demographics 
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