Draft Anti-Poverty Strategy (2022-26)

Aims of the strategy

The aims of the Anti-Poverty Strategy are to:

Lessen the short-term effects of poverty

Prevent further people falling into poverty

Better support our residents who are living in poverty

Enable residents to better address the barriers to overcoming poverty

Supporting residents

Three groups of people will be the focus of activities to address poverty.

Persistent Hardship

People living on low incomes, often on benefits and other
government support

Just About Managing

People who are just about getting by on their own means
without other support, although frequently they have no money
left at the end of the month

Asset Rich, Cash Poor

People who own their own home and cannot easily access their
funds
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Objectives of strateqy

The strategy has 3 objectives with supporting actions that will be delivered by the
council and partners across the voluntary and community sector (VCS).

Reduce the effects of poverty:

e Targeting communication, advice and guidance to ensure residents are
supported and signposted to the right support available to ensure their
immediate needs are met.

e Working with the VCS to provide debt advice and support people to tackle their
debt and to develop budgeting skills.

e Development of a ‘No Wrong Door’ initiative that ensures residents can choose
how they seek support, through enhanced partnership working with the VCS
groups, Town & Parishes & Council services.

Enable residents to tackle the barriers of overcoming poverty:

e Provide support to people most in need, enabling them to understand and
overcome their debt.

e Enhance opportunities to work with residents who are digitally excluded to
open up new ways of engaging and accessing support.

e Establish a range of job and training opportunities for those looking to enter
employment or improve their earning potential.

Better support our residents who are living in poverty:

e Make social and temporary housing accessible for those that need it and
improve affordability of running costs.

e Ensure the Equality Impact Assessments are widened to include poverty, so
that all council decisions are viewed through a hardship lens meaning real life
impacts are understood.

e Recognise the links between poverty and mental health to improve services
that provide support and ensure that the needs of residents are understood and
responded to.

Tell us what you think by taking our survey using the link below::
https:/engage.wokingham.gov.uk/en-GB/projects/tackling-hardship-supporting-
our-residents
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